
bodies, Adam Smith, hia *Vn]th *t 
Nations.’ the foundation of modern 

political science. Between fifty and 
sixty Plato and Aristotle ftave their 
principal creations to the world. Be- 
tween fifty and sixty Kant wrote tha 
'Critique of Pure Reason.' Bacon, tho 
•Xovanum Organum.’ and Locke. tha 
'Kssay on the Human Understanding.’ 
each of these three great works being 
veritable pillars of modern learning 
anil progress. 

"Between fifty and sixty were writ- 
ten Bunvan's 'Holy War’ and tho 
second part of 'Pilgrim's Progress.’ 
Boswell's Life of Johnson. De Foe's 
'Robinson Croon.' I'ante's ‘Divine 
comedy.' Milton's ‘1’aradise Lost.’ 
Chaucer's V-anterbury Tales.' the first 
part of Cervantes’ Thin Quixote.' the 
second p»-» being written after sixty; 
1-a For.txine's Fables. C.ulliver's Trav- 
els. all treasures that will enrich 
the literature of the world forever. 
The a\ erage age of the Chief Justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
Slates, perhaps the greatest legal 
tribunal on earth, is nearer seventy 
than sixty. Marshall having concluded 
his prodigious labors of more than 
three decades at eighty. Taney at 
eiehty-elglit. Waite at seventy-two. 
Fuller at seventy-seven, and White, 
still presiding over that august bnriv 
today, at seventy-five It Is safe to 
say that the average age at which 
all the more than fifty associate Jus- 
tices who have occupied the Supreme 
Rench since its organization were 
still in the full exercise of their func- 
tions is nearer sixty-five than sixty. 


son as having consented to play that 
role. 

"He saw with the trained physician's 
eye how completely the Idea of the 
fortune-telling mirror had taken poq- 
sion of the lady's mind, and he agreed 
with me as to the only perfect and 
permanent cure. That cure having 
now been accomplished, we make our 
homage at Miss Tucker's feet nnd 
humbly ask forgiveness for all our 
wicked ways! For. as the great mas- 
ter said: 

•Tie who heals a broken h-art. 

Of Heaven's reward shall hare a part." 


THE MYSTERIOUS WAYS OF WANG FOO 


He slipped It under his coat while 
the ladies were talking, and I natur- 
ally promised to help him by some 
Chinese invisible colors which the 
contents of the vial eventually 
brought to light. 

"Every magician must have a con- 
federate. you know, and I now must 
expose our mutual friend. Dr. Patter- 


between the time of talks with him. You see, he's the *’ Tang Wang King Chien lak tao 

ted the trunk and one that first called us to the consulate tlen tso.' 

d the article. Has to tell us about the robbery. He seems "They mean.” said the man of mys- 
rilled’" to bike the loss of the mirror almost as tery as he bowed his way toward the 

” answered the much to heart as Miss Tucker herself: door and raised his long hand up- 
a’ven't made much in fact. Mr. Wang, as you know our ward, they mean Just this: 

■. in the first place. English and American ways so well, I “Hope is the golden arrow that up- 
Idest houseboys in don't mind repeating to you what I .said lifts us to heaven's throne." 
n in the hotel ever to Mrs. Higgins at our home last night. * * * * 

-the manager and and that ls thls: He s as much Inter- T 

■ar bv him Thev ested in the young lady herself as he is ((/-vXE pieces coolie, my no savee 

suspect their own ^ th ® ,os ® °. f her property, perhaps Y_/ a>lnee|> h^va pay aia 

i T Inr Vnn* vnil WOO ITIOT**? SO. 

do chief that it “Ah! Then there is a little romance chit my aide talkee you mug look Bee 
does the stealing: Interwoven with the case, is there? velly chop-chop.” remarked the Jln-cick- 
newscomers that That, of course makes it much more 
game" interesting for those who are trying 

ave crept quietly to solve it. 1 am delighted to know 
and slipped it off that you have received that impres- 
y-r- slon, for. to tell you the truth. I re- 

iiat. too. chief, but coined it myself very vividly the 
1 place where even afternoon of Lady Beecham s garden 
party. And now that you have done 
me the honor to confide your impres- 
sion to me, I will return the compli- 
ment and add another of my own. and 
It is Just this: Miss Tucker's interest 
. In the sice consul is just as real and 

vivid as his Interest in her. though 
she is sweetly unconscious of the fact 
that she has let out the secret to any 
r one. As one of our ancient poets says: 

r ',c» - Hwn tux »l tico stiiing 

nf /j - T»o 7 to tfk Jlh Jlieu. 

[yf jjfV (The flower Will reveal it* sweetest fragrance 

if . | f liven to I be hand that trie* to pluck it. I 

' * * * * 

nfT to return to the details of the 
*-* case" — taking out the yellow 

, I leather notebook and preparing to 

■ I make some entries. "I shall have to 

//'/. • “ ask the privilege of my usual week's 

time I shall postpone my visit to liis 
Vjt* - -. ] excellency the governor of Canton 

■ 1 and I shall request three interviews. 

viz.: One with yourself and Deputy 

Brovvnlow. one with Mrs. Tucker, tile 
mother, and one witli Miss Tucker 
alone — however reluctant site may be 
- to grant it. There will. I need hardly 


The Mirror of Shinto Gods 


sale, and although the missionary 
pleaded for her in the most fluent 
Japanese, the old Shinto priest and 
his fellows at the shrine were as ob- 
durate as the stone images by the 
wayside. She was almost heart- 
broken. However, even Shinto priests 
sometimes relent, especially when 
they have a few duplicate treasures 
hidden away in the inner shrines — 
and just before the Nippon Maru 
sailed for Shanghai the following 
morning. the old priest himself 
knocked at her cabin door and an- 
nounced that lie had fortunately dis- 


T seems very strange Indeed, 
colonel," said CapC Goodfel- 
low (secretary to his excel- 
lency. Sir Evington Beecham. 
of Hongkong), as he took 


Senator Sheppard of Texas 
on Big Things Beyond Forty 


governor 

his seat by the side of CoL Oliver 
Hopkins, the newly appointed Amer- 
ican consul, "that with all Inspector 
Higgins' skill and Ingenuity he 
hasn't been able as yet to throw 
any light upon that robbery at the 
hotel two weeks ago." 

"Yes,” answered the consul, as he 
opened his Cantonese silver cigar 


NY one can get a "rise" out of ' seventy-nine. 

Senator Morris Sheppard of I ,ia ®e. Lanmarck. 
Texas by intimating in his of piKhty Think of 
presence that none but young seventy-six 
tecomplish big things. vast cathedral, or 


Think of Grimm. I-»- 
eompleting tre- 
neighborhood 

.. Ferugino. at 

painting the walls of a 

...... ... ’. Humboldt do- 

"i, a " ,'.7 '"IT" „ Iliberately postponing until seventy- 

. s a general rule a man is imma- sjx the b( , st work ot h is life, his 

ture. callow, bumptious and grass- immortal Kosmos. completing it at 
green until he reaches the ape of 1 ninety. Think of Galileo discovering 

*■"«•«■ “»«*»■ is z. s? 

made by Senator Sheppard the other i rV i n g and Lamartine. Hugo and 
day when one of those new-fangled Holmes. Wordsworth and Longfellow, 
public service efficiency chaps e x- 1 Hallam and Grote. George Buchanan 
, , and Samuel Johnson. Kant. Savignv 

pressed the opinion that no one over and uttr0- a jj astounding mankind 


ered the mirror! ITeserve absolute 
secrecy and come to my home. 

"Wang Foo.’ 

He finished a hasty breakfast and 
started without delay for the “Quiet 
Glade of Reflection" at No. 6-3-5 In the 
Red Cloud Alley. Wang Foo was await- 
ing him and they ascended to the quiet 
upper room. 

"You don't mean to tell me that you 
have this double good luck — " began the 
Inspector; "tell me who he was and how 
he got a hold of it. Brownlow ls as 
anxious to know as I am." 

“Did he come with you?" 

I came here straight alone 

I haven’t even been to the | binirsenapj/she^ j&^ore Vinde^kre^ing* the 

then. Tooking h ‘,Te ‘Infant Ue^oosTo? , a^hunS^ed' miTlions !o 

tribute to old age: eignty -eight. 

‘The impression has become entire- m ‘ . . . 

ly too general that our older men and Turning to the age period from 
women obstruct rather than facili- sixty to seventy, the list grows still 
} at *. ,he .J nar . < L h of civilization. The j Inore , interesting and comprehensive, 
truth is that the world owes infinitely , ... . . . . 

more to men above the lire of flftv To this decade belong the best oe- 
than to men bel^. It flfly Auctions of Confucius. Pasteur's d.s- 

“eariy 80 percent of the world's ! ".very of a cure for hydrophobia, 
greatest figures closed active lives be- Monroe's famous doctrine for the pro- 
tween the ages of fifty and eighty, 33 !f 0,lo , n . of J I? ' 

per cent contintiin&r hevnml sfventv lies, th<* permanent saf6guard of a 
22 u Ter TntTey^ y e°^ty e 7 n ver coutlnenfs liberties; the third and 
cent beyond ninety. Let us consider fourth voyages of ‘ \ 

what has been achieved by men be- inei" 'll® discovery of bou?h Atneriw. 

* *he -1PP Af gvip-iitv *r i t i *« n tty-.b and many of the brightest deeds or 

(er oV V( ., ieIia „ pi 

turn of art \JS >r |«S!Sff. B pASfuSd ! n.any “o^i.eJwoGd's «' spiVndid 
many of his most wonderful canvases ] Wagner llavdn 

'rather I « 

duties jdrode ^ ^fi^min v 

\r: few minutes before 1 o'clock an^fo 

ft, f j! n-riekslmws * n dre w Tp °Ure VTTTueTnVcon ^eU^TT 

he residence of Ibe United Mates ^ fa ^ OUH Picture in the , U'o.ild be made of Michelet s 

onsul on the terraae overlooking «wW. and bis celebrated frescoes in t „ i8lorv 0 f France. Dry-den's 

lueens road They were waiting the Sisti ne ( Cliapel _ between sixty and on s , Cecilia's day. Milton's 

or the party that was Just rising P reaoh : 'i'aradise Regained.' Edmund Burke's 

rom dinner— the same five persons ing w ith undiminished eloquenee and i •R r fl et .tions on the Revolution in 
■horn inspector Higgins had been P<>» every day at eighty- I j? ran cV' and Sir Richard Burton's 

ommissioned to invite to the temple, eight, still directing the great reli- , ran . slatioI1 of Arabian Nights.' a 

older members were put- Jfous movement he had founded, and sourcs of i n fi nl ,e delight to every 
the two younger closing amid unceasing activity at >- nk |i s h-speaking fireside. 

the porch and «hat ripe age i one of the most remark- rom ing now to the deeds of men 
, * e* r **rs of his tirno, h.i\inE trav- v»pt \«- mn flftv nnd h!x!v w** find many 
tn ‘V n a r “lut knew- of thf . most far-reaching achieve- 

erid l OOs Hrmo'n. comoo^a I V mPnl - of blstotry. Between fifty 
drta. ^ rmonB ' composed hun- an(i six , y Columbus made his first 

everv Shase ' of alm ,' ,W voyages of American discovery, per- 

fhrooch P vfi< /„Kii , oJ?i t ’ ., a -7 1 J?5 baps the most important single events 
everv*eent h of nlHr.'hi e . *1-0 000, in human records; Morse invented the 

ftv dorinJ Ufi B t0 c lar ‘ telegraph. Richelieu reconstructed 

' ''tSUr.fi.of Jirf'u kk , , France. Caesar corrected the calendar 

with* active* m!, i^’n' Landor and wrote his 'Commentaries.' Crom- 

?.7t.ii.,o J! 1 TK cigbty-seven. established the protectorate. Lln- 

, |Iirh T ,rt ln n^, d \^ , maa J ^ "*' rs . 0 f | ■ eoln issued the emancipation proela- 
tl^e all fruitful' in N the " s,1 d V 1 ' mation. Bright instituted his reforms. 

f cu'Uul in the eighties See i rf , yo ] a founded his great society. Jef- 
{Juffon and Ranke writing ferson t he democracy. Knox aecom- 
Pa^merJ.nn 1 f T- c R, ‘'' Pll“l'^ a Sreat religious revolution, 

i.l i o. . vP 1 minister of Eng- wvelif and Luther translated the Bi- 

‘ J 1 • at t , v -one. and John Quincy y>le and brought its eternal truths to 
Adams stricken in the fullness of his hearts and hearths of the English 
sirermtli on the floor of Cor.icn-ss at an< j German masses. Schliemann made . stand 
the s»me apre. Tennyson's ‘CrossinK },i 8 most notable excavations. Hunter 
tne Har. the tenderest death sonf{ in c^ave a fundamental impetus to surjt- 
the \°? r . t ^nicua^e. was composed at * ry# Kepler contrived his table of 

eignly-lhree Goethes 'haust' at logarilhms. Chesterfield his system of 
eighty, bee Gladstone conducting one I social ethics. Hegel and Lotze their 
of his most exciting political cam- systems of philosophy. Leibnitz found- 
paigns at eighty, taking control of a | ?r | the Academy of Berlin. Penn nego- 
nation and becoming its premier at JtiaLed his famous treaty with the In- 
eighty- three. See Cato learning dians. Washington became the Jrst 
Greek; Plutarch Latin, and Socrates. President o fthe United States. Rol~rt 
music, all at eighty, and tell me no e. Lee made the Confederate resist- 
more that the old are no longer a nce sublime. Herschel Invented the 
capable of high and useful achieve- reflecting telescope. Canning and Peel 
mints. performed their m»sl brilliant labors. 

'Think of Joseph Jefferson por- Burke devised his India bill and sc- 
traying Rip Van Winkle with added cured the impeachment of Warren 
effectiveness at seventy-five, or the Hastings, Garibaldi became the ruler 
'Irish actor. Macklin. actually taking > 0 f Italy. 

part in a performance in England at I "Between fifty and sixty la-idy 
ninety-nine. Think of Browning, made his most valuable conttihu- 
brilliant and complex as ever at tions to biology. Cuvier to 
'seventy-seven. or Whittier and ; history: Copernicus wrote 
[Bryant Issuing new volumes at 'treatise on the revolution o 


one of those rarest luxuries In tne 
far east — a genuine Havana. 
know, ever since 1 landed here I ve 
been admiring your splendid police 
force and my office staff have told 
me story after story of their clever 
ways of detecting crime and exposing 
the crooked ways of the 'wily celes- 
tial.’ and yet. here is the very first 
i ase that comes to the consulate, and 
they seem absolutely helpless. B> 
the way. there go Mrs. Tucker and 
her daughter now ." He pointed across 
the road from the club veranda. 
“Charming people! — you've met them, 
of course?" 

"Yes. indeed; Lady Beecham pre- 
sented me at the garden party last 


•'No. sir, 
from home 
department yet." 

"Good! These words are for you and 
me alone — not for any other human ears 
as yet. We can't afford to take any 
risk bv an advance exposure. Now, Mr. 

Inspector, listen carefully to me. for 
there is something much more than a 
mere curio at stake here. You liavejib- 
absolule trust in me. have you not . 

"Absolute. Mr. Wang." 

"Then listen carefully, ask no ques- 
tions and carry out my instructions to 
the letter. Tomorrow night at exactly 
!• o'clock I want you to bring Mrs. and 
Miss Tucker. Col. and Mrs. Hopkins 
and" — he added in a most emphatic and 
Significant lone — "young Lieut. VVetmore 

to a little entertainment which I am 

planning for them at the Temple of the yon d tl 

Queen of the Sea. Present the invita- t:r *. ....... 

tion in any language that you Please, colors reflected th. 
but make it perfectly clear to them that thusiasm of 
it will tie well worth their while to at- — 
tend, as I have very import:!-’ 
tion to give them concern! 
bery. My directions may 
strange to you and my oi 
j^remptory — but obey them 


compositions of Liszt and Hphor. tin- 
creations of Imre and Rubens, and 
Blake, many of the masterpiece* of 
Shakespeare. Scott. Gihhon, Hume. 
Macaulay, Carlyle. Petrarch Pope. 
Dickens Chateaubriand, Lessing. 
Spurgeon. Dumas. Millinan, Motley 
and Gray 

"There lias been of late too much of 
a disposition to neglect and disregard 
the old. 1 would not deprecate the 
encouragement of young men ami 
women, they have a high anil effec- 
tive mission to fulfill; hut the old need 
encouragement as well: affection and 

solicitude are as welcome to their 
twilight years a* to the radlmit 
hours of tin- young. Beneath gray 
locks may blaze the fir-* of genius: 
perhaps a gentle word may wake in 
feeble eyes the vision of an eagle 
Society, in its fatuous adulation of 
mere youth, is falling Into serious 
error. Such an attitude is n contra- 
diction of the truth of history, u 
violation of ail the teachings of ex- 
perience. There are advantages of 
which age alone may boast. The pas- 
sions that lashed the early years row- 
lie obedient at the feet of reason. The 
impulses that stirred the youthful 
soul to violence and sin are sleeping 
in the cradle of a mature philosophy 
No more does anger break in curs** 
on the lips or envy hiss Its shameful 
whisper*. Revenge no longer prompts 
the uplifted arm; on the venerslile 
countenance there broods prophetic 
pesee. 

'The weaknesses of jnen and gov- 
ernment* stand out in startling con- 
trast with the ideals experience alone 
develops and age alone may under- 
Contemnlation imparts a glor«- 
to the furrowed brow s*. in the silent 
sunset of a noble life the storms and 
follies of the world become mere dis- 
tant echoes. Society must learn sga ir 
that services of unmeasured value 
may be rendered hv the old. It must 
learn again that in neglecting the 
ofd it la wasting one of its most valu- 
able assets. It is the general com- 
plaint of students of human Institu- 
tions that each generation repeats In 
large measure the blunders Of for- 
mer ones: that if each generation 
cnuld begin at the exact point in 
knowledge and experience where the 
other left off. the progress of th- 
world would be wonderfully accel- 
erated. This complaint would have 
far smaller basis if we hut learned 
to heed and love and glorify our older 
natural ' men nnd women. And. after all, obi 
his great I age is hut a fiction; there is no old 
celestial ' age of the soul.” 


tire outfit. As you say. we may have 
to fall back upon him yet." 

"So Miss Josephine wants to turn 
around and go home, does she?" said 
the consul, with a significant little 
smile paying over his face; and all on 
account of the loss of one curio when 
travelers sometimes have a whole 
trunk full stolen— well, all 1 have to 
say Is that she's a cute little thief 
herself " 

"A thief, sir? You surely don't mean 

to reflect upon her honesty tn '* 

"Only in the line of something in- 
finitely more valuable than oriental 
curios, captain, and that is human 
hearts! Lieut. John Barrington Wet- 
more — who is temporarily acting as 
rnv vice consul, you remember — 
hasn't as yet lodged any definite 
complaint with the police, hut. 'just 
between you and me and the lamp- 
post.' as we used to say ia Ohio, that 
attractive young man has been miss- 
ing a very vital part of h> make-up 
'or some two weeks past, and (draw- 
ing the words out slowly) though I've 
never prided myself on being any- 
thing of a detective. I rather think 
that the article in question will be 
discovered in Miss Josephines pos- 
session.” 

"Lucky dog! He's to be eongratu- 


While the 
ting on their wraps 
ones strolled out onto . 
stood for a moment gazing at me 
beautiful scene spread out 
moonlight before them. The long 
curving sweep of the harbor, the 
myriad lights in the settlement just 
beneath them, the shipping of every 
name and kind, the thousands or 
paper lanterns on tho native junks 
and sampans and the flashing of the 
red and green signals from the tow- 
ers of Low Loon all helped to for»n 
the dazzling panorama that unrolls 
nightly before Britain's rocky isle of 
the Pacific. 

"Miss Tucker" said the young lieu- 
tenant. as he turned and looked for a 
moment into her face, seeming to 
gather new inspiration and strength 
for his thoughts from the vision that 
opened before them, "Is it true that 
you are sailing on the next Indian 
Mail for Rangoon?" 

'That depends very much on 
events of this evening." she answered, 
very deliberately. "1 may, and I may 
not. But why do you ask?" 

It certainly was a broadside, but he 
recovered in an instant from the 
shock. “Why do I ask? Why do I 
ask?" he stammered. " Why. Just be- 
cause this Island of Hong Kong is go- 
ing to bet a dreadfully lonely place 
without you. that's why." 

"Oh. you really think so, do you?” 

"I certainly do. And one question 
more, please, do you really believe all i 
this stuff about the mirror of the gods 
that you and your mother are always 
talking about, and all this ouija-hoard 
nonsense about seeing your future 
affinity tn it?" 

"Not my affinity, if you please, lieu- 
tenant. much more — my divinity!" 

"You really believe this?" — the doors 
were opening onto the porch 

"I most certainly do"' — the party 
were coining out now. "Then." lu- 
rried. “may all the Shinto cods at once 


A <1.01 DLIKF. FR AGRVt'T SMOKE 
FAME OI T OF IT AND SPREAD 
OYER THE FACE OF THE SILVER 
MIRROR. 


bis thieves as we have bepn In find- 
ing ours." , , 

The entrance of the inevitable club 
hoy with the ehit-hook at this mo- 
ment concluded the interview, and the 
two gentlemen took the waiting iin- 
rlckshaws for their respective offices. 


f be other Interviews and with 

^ other parties whom I do not name 

now. but these three I am going to 
. y® 0 to be kind enough to arrange 

for me at the earliest possible date 

I will drop in at headquarters Just 
the longest ( hinese arm rould have after tiffin tomorrow. Shall we say " 
reached In from outside We measured •‘clock, sharp? Thank you And now 
the distance carefully when the ladies I for about a dozen very leading ques- 
showed us the apartment." tion before you go. Mr. Inspector 

•'W.1I. what does the head hotel boy your answers to which shall not only 
they re awful shrewd be absolutely confidential, but as I jot 
them down in my notebook they will 
be In my own secret system of Chinese 
Stenography, absolutely meaningless 
except to the sacred circle of the live 
initiated ones." 

When the inspector finished his an- 
swers and rose to leave. Wang Foo's 
Chinese cap of woven silk covered all 
the leading facts of the robberv 


covered a most efficacious mirror in 
an unused part of th*- inner court, 
and he was willing to let her have it 
(on the pledge of her Inviolate se- 
crecy). for about five times Its normal 
value. Money being no object when 
the secrets of one's soul are for sale, 
tne purchase was promptly sealed. 

Now for the mysterious disappear- 
ance; she had brought It safely to 
Hongkong and had kept it locked 
securely In one of the inside compart- 
ments of her wardrobe trunk. It' had 
only been taken out a very f*-w times 
to show to admiring friend.- and bad 
always been carefully locked away 
again. About a week ago she was ex- 
plaining it to some visitors from the 
consulate and laid It carefully on the 
table hv the tea-tray, rolled up in its 
rovering of yellow silk. After her 
guests were gone she turned to pick 
it up. and, to her horror and utter dis- 
may, the yellow silk wrapper just 
crumpled-up in her hand — it was ab- 
solutely empty, the mirror had van- 
ished! 

"Yes. doctor. I would rather have 
had them steal all the rest of my 
baggage and leave that alone Don't 
try to cheer me up by telling me that 
T can buy another one just, as good. 
No other mirror in the worl'l can in- 
to me what that one was. I hope I 
am not wickedly superstitious, but 
that bad become part of my inn* r- 
most life. I spoke to it and it an- 
swered back more dearly than tile 
cleverest ouija-board — it seemed to 
contain my other self and to retted 
back to m*- my future l not only f*-*-l 
lost without it. but I am utterly bm- 
ken-searted nnd all inter, st In my 
.eastern trip is gone." 

"Now. don't worry, my dear child" 
that was always Hr. Patterson's fa- 
therly way — "we're not going to palm 
off anything else on you at all YV.-'re 
after that original mirror and we're 
going to get it and you are surely 
going to see your own dear self in it 
— ami anything else you want to sec 
] there — before you leave this port. 
We've got the finest police In the 
world here, if you know anything 
about Inspector Higgins, and If he 
don't Catch th*- thief, why. Wang Foo 
will, so there you are. Now. in the 
meantime. I'm going to s*-n*l you up 
3.000 feet into the air for a good 
change and rest, see? You just leave 
all your trouble and worry flown here 


hy general consent, the leading 
Thysiclsn in Victoria colony. Hong- 
kong. and his long experience in 
treating tropical diseases — to say 
nothing of the various little upsets 
that are apt to afflict the visitor to 
that "Island of Fragrant Waters" — 
made him the one to whom Mrs. Tuck- 
er and her daughter naturally turned 
for professional advice in this ease of 
a nervous collapse. It waa Just be- , 
fore the afternoon tea hour on the 
dav In question, when his card was 
brought to their room by the hotel 
room hoy. 

"Here's the doctor, now. Josephine." 
said the anxious mother, "and I want 
you to be a good girl and tell him the 
whole Story from beginning to end." 
The daughter rose from the reclining 
Manila chair In which she had been 
resting on the veranda and, passing 
through the screen doors into her own 
apartment, answered. "Jiizt a moment, 
mamma, till I make myself a little 
more respectable." 

Waa it entirely accidental that her 
room. No. 324. was directly opposite 
the Peninsular Shipping Company's 
building'’ Was it entirely a matter 
of Chance that the second story of 
that building was being occupied by 
the offices of the United States consul- 
ate’ And. furthermore, had the fates 
ordained that at that particular hour 
of the afternoon the handsome acting 
vice consul should he leaning over the 
railing, just above the narrow street, 
and allowing his eyes to wander 
across to the verandas of th*- hotel’.' 
Perhaps yes. perhaps no. for the fates 
themselves are qul'e accidental a' 
times, vou know. At any rate, the 
fact remains that Miss Josephine took 
far more than the necessary few mo- 
ments to make herself presentable for 
the doctor's visit, and her pulse beat 
with considerably more activity than 
the normal worry over the theft alone 
would have called for (All this, of 
course, while quite unconscious of the 
fact that the room rlerk of the hotel 
had shown Lieut. Wetmore. just a few 
days before, the exact location of No. 
3J4 on the diagram.) 

Dr. Pattersonj with charming 
grace of manner and with that won- 
derful tact which some physicians 
possess, had made his fair patient 
feel perfectly a' her ease, and so. 
sentence by sentence, she told him 

the story of the robbery and the 
cause of her collapse. In a word, it 
waa this: Just before leaving Japan 
they had been Invited bv on** <-f the 
oldest missionaries In Nagasaki to 
attend a little nicnic at one of the 
old Shinto shrine near its sacr*d 
mountain, and had spent a most de- 
lightful dav. Their host had explained 
to them about the ancient faith of 
the people, and with an old native 
prleat had been their guide through 
all the precincts of the temple Miss 
Tucker while apparently interested 
In it all. -was especially fascinated hv 
the storv of the sliver mirror of the 
Shinto gods — that mysterious disk <-f 
polished silver, tn which If one on'v 
gazes long and silently enough lie 
will see the Image of his inner life 
and read the deepest s.crets of the 
soul. She had been reading much at 
home about the mvstlc wavs of east- 
ern devotees, about cloud-visions and 
• crystal -gazing and mirror-worship, 
and all that, and now h* re was the 
IdeaJ embodiment of it all. She set 
her heart unon obtaining a genuine 
“mirror of the gods" ar-1 determined 
to place herself in the proper frame 
of mind to enter Into Its secret reve- 
lations. 


say about it? 

at ferreting out their own native 
tricks, you know. They'll see far 
further into these things than even 
the sharpest of us Europeans will." 

"Yes. and you know they have the 
honor of the hotel boys' guild at stake, 
so that they have a sort of gentle- 
man's agreement that they won't do 
any kind of stealing from inside them- 
selves. No. whoever the t hl*-f waa. 
you ran be quite sure he 'climbed 
over the wall from outside.' aa we 
used to say at home." 

"And the only Europeans In the 
room besides the Tuckers were Gol. 
and Mrs. Hopkins and Lieut. Wet- 
more? You are quit positive of this?" 

"Absolutely positive." 

"Well." remarked the chief as he 
rose and took his cap from the wall. 

"you can't really suspect an American 
consul of robbing his own country- 
men. now. can you?" 

•'Hardly." chuckled the deputy, "that 
would be as bad as the old judge we 

used t<» read about who picked the. 

pocket of the prisoner in the dock as [ though he did not s 
h.- was a-pnssing up to the bench'" 

"Brownlow! This is a Wang Foo 
case, and the sooner you and I ,1,,r — there was .. 
acknowledge it th*- better." hlin of that rough 

"Right you are. sir," anil they parted annoying inquisitiveness 
— the deputy t>* his home and the in- J detective officers conduct 
spci-tor to No. 5-5-5 in the Red Cloud j aminntion 
alley. "Hung Yuin I,on. Woo Pack 
Woo sin Woo." he cried to the jin- 
rickshaw coolie at i he gate. "Alice 
light, my .-an savee Massiter Wang 
Foo all ploper." r.-plled the puller 
i-w : f t of foot hut light of garment) as 
he sped rapidly down Queen's road to 
th*- native quarter of the city. Fortu- 
nately the famous detector of crime than 
was at home, and when Old Chang, thetl 
the gatekeeper, drew back the wooden slirir 
bolts of the courtyard gates and way 
ushered the foreign visitor in the was 
venerable grand one hastened to an- from 
nounce his presence and to set the abou 
keltic boiling for the Inevitable tea. more 
"Well, Mr. Wang." began the in- foidi 
spector. I suppose it Is hardly neces- theg. 
sary for me to tell you why I have **jf 
cotne. We are in trouble over a case Miss 
and we need your usual valuable as- staiii 
sistance." p ' 

ror N "r t i* 1 ’” CaHe ° f Ml8S Tuck * r ' 8 mlr ‘ "tore 
"The same. sir. and I've come to k°ong 
have a quiet talk with you and to find office 
out if you (an offer us any further be r. 

suggestions, sir.” the 

"Aly time and service are always at by its inner worth to you. What to 
tlie disposal of yourself and the de- you — as to so many of my own peo- 
purtnicnt. Mr. Inspector.” replied the pie — seems to be the secret message 
most courteous host, as the venerable of the spirit of the mirror or the 
grand one appeared with the tea tray crystal. Is to them merely a reflex 
and rakes, "and I consider it a verv of your imagination, a subjective sen- 


By Temple 


Inspector Higgins; and bis courtesy. Chinese gods awaited them and sweet 
his gracious manner with the ladies music — of the kind rarely heard by 
and. last of all. Ins deep personal in- European travelers — filled the air 
•crest in the case hail made for him with its melodies. Two other guests 
u new circle of admiring friends. joined them at the temple, and they 

lie. of course, visited the apartment were non** other than our friends Hig- 
wbere the afternoon-tea had been gins and Brownlow of the police, 
served and had Miss Tucker go over When that hour which in the western 
with him carefully every detail of the w-orirt is known as "coffee and segars" 
consular visit, lie examined the room, finally came. Wang Foo arose and. 
the walls, the doors and windows and' addressing the company In a few well 
made a minute inspection of the ver- chosen words a! welcome, thanked 
atida with its exits and entranc-s them for the honor they had done him 
.pare his ques- in being his guests for the evening, 
tions at all -Ills piercing eyes seeming “And now. my friends. It ia time for 
to penetrate into every nook and cor- the great denouement. I propose by 

an entire absence In ,he kind help of the Shinto gods — 

and sometimes verv addressing these latter words to Miss 
with which Tucker, w-lio blushed in response — to 
such an ex- do just four things, viz.: First, to ex- 
in western lands. He ap- l' 03 ' a thief; second, to restore a 
pea red rattier in the role of an Inter- ' •***»•«'" property; third, to heal a hrok- 
ested personal friend, and thus led the rn heart, and fourth, to reveal a 
ladles to a old all suspicion of being hrave hut modest hero. Such is the 
cross-examined by the police and to su , n ? ? n ' 1 substance of my little drama, 
tell the storv as naturally and freelv wh ich you w;lll agree is quite a mod- 
us they would have to any member of or .". ’ ,h . ™ ... . , , . 

their own immedfaleiy family. Lieut. Wetmore. will you be kind 

What pleased Miss Josephine more "'""“'h ra,3 e ni ®-. ®>r The hand- 
than anything else was his sympa- youn f ofl ) c ' r I instantly obeyed. 


"But w-lio Is Wang Foo that you say 
will help us?" asked tlie patient a* 
the d #r stood ajar. 

"Oh! Wang Foo? Haven't you ever 
heard of him? Why he Is the great 
Chinese man of mystery who un- 
rav# Is all tangled affairs for us. What 
ho/cannot find isn't worth the flnd- 


’ And he is clever at catching hotel 
thieves, is he?” 

"Why. ladies, that's his very spe- 
cialty — hut you know- we must give 
our own officers every ehance flrsr. 
otherwise it wouldn't be fair to them." 


UT knew at once." remarked Wang 
A Foo. at the consular dinner which 
took the form of an engagement 
party, "that either the consul or his 
assistant had taken the mirror, and I 
thought I had better charge the 
younger man with It at once. He 
made an open and frank confession 
to me, and pledged himself that as 
Miss Tucker had vowed to see in it 
tho face of her ‘future/ he proposed 
to paint his face on that mirror bo- , 
tore any other man had a ghance. 


A LAS’ This was one of the Cises 
where all the Influence of friends 
and even tho almighty power of ths na- 
tive dollar proved ineffectnal — for not a 





